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The fundamental breach of contract is an important system of the United 
Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods 
(hereinafter referred as CISG), and is the keystone of the convention’s system 
of remedies. Because the provision of fundamental breach of CISG is 
principled, it is difficult for the parties under contract to decide whether the 
breach of contract is a fundamental breach. This thesis takes fundamental 
breach of CISG as masterstroke, and has deeply discussed these aspects: 
fundamental breach’s meaning, constitutive elements, specific forms and legal 
results, and compared the fundamental breach of CISG with related practice in 
common law, civil law among different countries and the contract law in our 
country. 
This thesis consists of five chapters in addition to Introduction and 
Conclusion. 
Chapter I gives a summary regarding the meaning, constitutive elements 
of fundamental breach under CISG, and analyses the exception and 
significance of fundamental breach.  
Chapter II discusses fundamental breach by comparing the fundamental 
breach under CISG with related practice in common law, civil law among 
different countries and international uniform law, there are homology, at the 
same time difference, in different systems.  
Chapter III analyses fundamental breach in specific forms, which can be 
divided into different situations, such as anticipatory fundamental breach and 
actual fundamental breach.  
Chapter IV analyses the legal results of fundamental breach, which 
includes contract avoidance, damages and to stop passing of risk. 
Chapter V analyses the stipulations of Chinese contract law and points 
out the shortcomings of Chinese contract law by comparing to CISG. 
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